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European Partnership for Alternative Approaches to 
Animal Testing (EPAA)

Collaboration between 

European Commission and 

Industry stakeholders from 8 

sectors (est. 2005) 

Vision: The replacement, 

reduction and refinement (3Rs) 

of animal use for meeting 

regulatory requirements 

through better & more 

predictive science 

(e.g. New Approach 

Methodologies (NAMs)).

To join EPAA e-mail: 

GROW-EPAA@ec.europa.eu

mailto:GROW-EPAA@ec.europa.eu


Ultimate Goal: Animal-Free, Safe & Sustainable Innovation

Regulatory testing 

can evolve…
A paradigm shift in regulatory 

testing is underway as tiered 

assessment frameworks are 

enabling greater use of NAMs 

alongside ‘traditional’ 

approaches.

Let’s use NAMs to ensure 

regulatory animal testing is 

always a last resort.

…to better protect 

people & our planet
Integration of NAM and 

exposure information using 

computational approaches 

should allow us to set, and 

assess against, more 

meaningful human health & 

environmental protection goals. 

Let’s use NAMs to strengthen 

confidence in safety science.

…and support new 

innovation
Safety assessment is rapidly 

evolving to ensure the latest 

science is used to assess new 

chemicals & medicines. 

Let’s use NAMs to ensure Safe 

and Sustainable by Design 

(SSbD) frameworks also enable 

Animal-Free Innovation



EU Parliament 

resolution
On 15th Sept 2021 the EU 

Parliament resolution adopted 

to ‘Accelerate a Transition 

to Innovation without the 

use of Animals in Research, 

Regulatory Testing and 

Education’ calling for an 

action plan with:

- ambitious objectives

- reduction targets

- replacement timelines 
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Transitioning Europe to Animal-free, Sustainable Innovation

EU Commission 

response
EU Commission response to 

EP resolution stated that:

– ‘ultimate goal of full 

replacement is enshrined 

in EU legislation’

– ‘transition to innovation 

without the use of animals is 

best supported by 

focusing on & intensifying 

current efforts’

– transition accelerated via  

EU Replacement Roadmap

EPAA helps accelerate the 

transition through driving: 

1. Research to Regulatory 

Use: identifying NAM-based 

frameworks that address 

regulatory needs

2. Cross-sector Consensus: 

creating fora for scientific 

dialogue between industry & 

regulatory safety assessors

3. Multi-stakeholder 

Collaboration: helping 

coordinate implementation 

of EU roadmaps to replace 

regulatory animal testing

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/spdoc.do?i=57777&j=0&l=en


EU Replacement Roadmap for Regulatory Animal Testing of Chemicals

In 2022, EFSA published their 

‘Development of a Roadmap for 

Action on NAMs in Risk 

Assessment’ scientific report and 

hosted the One Conference (21st-

24th June 2022) to discuss the 

recommendations. 

ECHA’s ‘Towards an animal-free 

regulatory system for industrial 

chemicals’ workshop (31st May – 1st

June 2023) broadened the scope of 

the scientific discussions & focussed 

everyone on replacement.

We now need to work together to 

accelerate the transition via the      

EU replacement roadmap. (next 

workshop – 11-12th Dec) 



EPAA ‘Use of NAMs in Regulatory Decisions’ New Activities
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EPAA ‘NAM Designathon

2023’ Challenge for human 

systemic toxicity: aims to 

crowd-source & refine 

classification systems capable 

of categorising chemicals 

based on non-animal data.

For more info:

EPAA NAM User Forum:

case study-led discussion on 

addressing chemical regulatory 

requirements using NAMs – HH 

systemic tox, DART & EDs    

(7th-8th Dec 23).

EPAA ‘Use of NAMs in 

Environmental Safety 

Assessment’ Partners Forum:

identify where EPAA can help 

accelerate the adoption of Env. 

NAMs (13th-14th Nov 23).



EPAA Dissemination & Communication Highlights
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EDQM – EPAA Future 

of Pyrogenicity 

testing workshop

14th-16th Feb 2023

EPAA Lunch Debate in 

EU Parliament, hosted 

by Tilly Metz MEP 

12th Sept 2023

World Congress on 

Alternatives and Animal Use 

in the Life Sciences 12

27th-31st Aug 2023
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Website:
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E-mail: GROW-EPAA@ec.europa.eu
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